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28 December 1949

aanvullende gegevens

rapport van 19 December 1949

Aan het Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken,
Javastraat 68,
Is-Gravenhage.
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Hiexrbij doe ik U toekomen een fotocopie
van een rapport met personalia van officieren uit
het Bulgaarse leger.

Dit rapport is afkomstig van een niet
te controleren brone.

Zo mogelijk zullen de in het rapport

voorkomende gegevens later aangevuld worden.

pan het Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken

Javastraat 68
1g-Gravenhage.
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Grootscheepse
iy M /" zuivering onder de
: Bulgaarse
communisten

Volgens sommige buitenlandse
Aringen te New-York zou op het
ogenblik in Bulgarije een belang-
rijke zuivering plaats hebben,
waarbij meer dan 200 communis-
tische persoonlijkheden betrokken
Zijn. Bene;{ns Tetkov Koenin; ge-

in 3
P ausasias anad Meetane
IV gl

N
|15
A

wezen minjster_van linancién, en
Ivan Naslirer, die uit de natio-
nile Taad] van het «Vaderlandse
fronts zijp EEsloten, wegens spion-
nage en werraad, zouden, zo ver-
| Klaart men in deze Rvingen, o.m.
de volgende personen zijn aange-
houden{ de voormalige! minister
van financién Stefanoy) de gewe-
zen minister van buitenlandse za-
ken Topesjarov, die hoofdredac-
teur wan het «Vaderlandse Fronts
was; de onderminister van buiten.
landse zaken Kokanidov; generaal
Markov; de divecteur van de na-
tionale bank, Goneev; de directeur
van het tabaksmotiopolie, Tinov,
en de directeur van buitenfandse
handel, Toetev.

Volgeris deze kringen houden
deze maatregelen verband met het
proces Kostov, dat eerst in Oc-
tober moet plaats hebben, doch is
uitgesteld omdat zo verklaren ge-
noemde bronnen, Kostov niet be-
reid is dezelfde rol als Rajk te
spelen en te bekennen. Men ver-
klaart tevens dat in de laatste
tien dagen massadeportaties heh-
ben plaats gehad waardoor 5.000
gezinnen zouden zijn getroffen.
Deze repressiemaatregelen zouden
altijd volgens dezelfde buitenland-
se kringen te New York worden
uitgevoerd. Onder 't rechtstreeks
bevel van de Russische geheime
politie, die onlangs de Bulgaarse
'kaders zou hebben vervangen.




. Notitie KA=R.A.

Op 27=-8='49 is man Clipper en Sardine een brief gezonden, nummer 60769,
met alsg bijlage een fotocopie van het rapport betr, Tre K 0 s to v,

KA-R.A., 27-6-'49




NOTITIE ACD IT

Betr, ¢ Het 1in ongenade vallen van Traltcho KOSTOV in Bulgarije,

Uit betrouwbare bron vernsm ik het navolgende :
Op 26 en 27 Maart 1949 is het Centrale Comitd van de Bulgaarse
Communistische Partij in volledige zitting bijeengekomen ten=
einde te bespreken : "De fouten bewazn door kameraad Traftcho
KOSTOV en wel : Zijn politieke stanﬂpunten en zljn tegenwerking
van de partij."
De volledige zitting heeft met algemene stemmen het volgende
besluit genomen :

BESLUIT

——

" Tn de loop van haar bijesnkomsten op 26 en 27 Maart heeft

het Centrale Comité van de Bulgaarse Communistische Parti],
na kennis te hebben genomen van het rapport van haar Politlek
Bureau, het rapport, dat is ingediend door kameraad Vassll
KOLAROV en de grote fouten bedreven door kamersaad Traltcho
KOSTOV, zowel op politiek gebied,als op zulver Parti] gebied
en ook verslag uitbrongend over de ¥alse methodes, die door
hem werden aangewend in zljn leiding en beheer, hesft de vol—
gende feiten in overweging genomen : ' °
le, Bij wverschillende gelegenheden 0.2, bij de handelsbespre=~
kingen en het verstrekken van economlsche gegevens aan
dé vertegemwoordigers van dei Sowjet Unie heeft kameraad
Te KOSTOV een weinlg oprechte en onvrdéndschappeli jke
houding aangenomen tegenover de USSR,
Kameraad Te. KOSTOV tolereerde nationalistische tendenzen
in de boezem van het stgatsapparaat en moedigde deze aan
door het geven van verkeerdsé on tegen de belangen van de
Partij gerichte richtlijnen, :
Dit alles vertegenwoordigt het bewljs van de nationalistie
sche gevoelens, waarnaar hij overhelt, gevoelens, dle zeer
gevaarlijk zijn voor de toekomst van ons land, dat zijn
nationale onafhankelijkheld niet kan handhaven, zilch econo=
misch ontwikkelen en het soclalisme verwezelijken zZonder
het vertrouwen van de Sowjet Unie en haar overvangbare hulp
‘op alle gebiled.
,.B1j het nemen van bepaalde beslligsingen betreffende Staats
adngelegenheden van het allergrootste belang heeft kameraad
Te KOSTOV op grove wljze en systematisch de prineipes van
de ‘algemere leiding van de Partij en van Onze Staat geschon=
dene. Hi1j heeft de lelding van de Partij niet willen aanvaars
den em heeft getracht de plaats in te nemen van kameraad
DIMITROV, zowel wat betreft d@post van president van de Raad
als woor de Raad van Ministers,
H1j stond de autocratie voor, daarmede uitsluitende alle
initiatief wvan de verschillende ministers en de versterking
" in de weg staande van een waarlijk democratisch bewlnd,
Gedreven door een intellectuesl individualisme heeft kame=
raad .,




raad
Te KOSTOV op een aammatigende wijze gétracht een strijd te
ontketemen in de boezem van de Partij.
Hij heeft zljn toevlucht gezocht in kuiperljen en intrigues
met het doel wantrouwen te doen ontstaan ten opzichte van
het Pollitiek Bureau en tweedracht te zaalilen in het Centrals
Comitd, Zijn ziekelljke eerzucht heeft hem zelfs niet belet
om te pogen verdenkingen te doen ontstaan en te trachten
tweedracht te zaalen tussen de verbindingen van de Bulgaarse
Commmunistische 'Partij en de Russische Communistische Parti]
* (Bols jewileken).
Het heeft kameraad T, KOSTOV ontbroken aan openhartigheldpij
zijn pogingen tot zelfcritiek, Deze "zelfcritlek" zwenkte
al naar gelang het ogerblik en de omstandigheden. De afwe=
zigheld van zijn oprechtheld is in het bijzonder tot uit=-
drukking gekomen op de algemene bijeenkomst van het Centrale
Comité in de loop waarven hij openlijk een agressive houding
heeft aangenomen ten opzichte van het Politiek Bureau en van
haar beslissingen.
HYJj heeft zich niet ontzien om te pogen de bols jewlstische
eenhold van de Partij te ondermijnen, evenals de eenheid,
die wij bezitten onder onze opvoeder en gids, kameraad DIMI-
TROV .
Bovenstaande felten in overweging nemende heeft het Centrale
Comité besloten :
le. Goedkeuring te hechten aan het rapport van het Politiek
Bureau, dat 1is aangeboden door kameraad Vassil KOLAROV,
betreffende de grote fouten bedreven door kameraad T.KOSTOV,
zowel oOp politiek=, als op zZuilver partij gebled, fouten, die
een natlonalistisch karacter dragen en aan het rapport over
il lage methodes, die hij toepaste blj zijn leiding en
" beheer,
De beslissing te bekrachtigen van het Politiek Bureau inzake-
de maatregelen te nemen tegen kameraad T, KOSTOV en de navol
gende beslissing te nemen : ‘
Het wverwijderen van kameraad T, KOSTOV uilt het Politiek
Bureau, :
Hem te ontslaan van zljn post als vice-president van de Raad
van Ministers en evensens van zijn post als presidént’ van
" het economisch en financiel Comitd,
De zorg van het inlichten van de leden wvan de Partij over
de maatregelen genomen tegen kamerasd T.KOSTOV en hun gronder
daarvoor, zoals deze zijn weergegeven in het rapport, over
te laten aan het Pollitiek Bureau, waarbij nogmaals ernstig
de aandacht van de leden van de Parti] kan worden verzocht,
opdat ziJ hun waakzaamheld tegen alle nationalistisch en
anti-Sowjetisch denkenden in dé schoot van de Partij en in
het Staatsapparaat verdubbelen. '
Zo energiek mogell jk dienen alle maatregelen te worden geno-
men om hen definitief uit te roelen, terwijl tevens de
strengste en snelste maatregelen dienen te worden genomen
tegen alle betogingen voor splitsingen in de Partlj, alsook
tegen hun bezlielers,
Hel Politiek Bureau zal eveneens nogmaals een ulteenzetting
moeten geven aan de organisaties van de Partij, terwljl ook
dient te worden gewezen op de ommogelijkheid om in de schoot
van de Partlj breuken te laten ontstaan, of een activiteilt

van fractievorming toe te laten,




toe te laten.

21J] zal bovendien zeer ernstig de aandacht moeten vestligen op

de controle van het kader van de farti], vrllr':uj als maatstaf
dient te worden genomen, dat men het eens dient te zijn met de
Bols jewlstlache koers van de Parti] en met de loyale en oprechbte
erkenning van het recht om deze beslissing te nemen van de alge=
hele vergadering van het Centrale Comitd,

Het z4l ook ommeedogenloos alle tweeslachtligheid mosten ontmag=
keren,

Het Politiek ermede te belasten om esen bos
voor pub'l.’cmm, tca doen 'I.ll‘E}"“}v—,'VCT)., koaaveoyi op
bere dc'ﬁﬁ:ﬁlag n en de genomen besliss
Het \,r-*m,z' ale Comitd van de Bulgaarse Cowrnm_‘_swsrhn
hagr vaste overtuiging tot ultdrukking, dat de
zich nog hechter dient te r“"oopmeﬂ romnd de ,ﬂnom@ﬂ bc,s

dat zij haar waakzaamheid dient te werdubbelen, dat zl1]

kader zal moeten mobiliseren om te strijden tegen het nationallsms
= dit laatste het ernstigste gevaar zijnde -, dat zij met vermeer
derde kravht haar opbouwend werk zal dienen voort te zetten in
een internationale proletarische geest, dat zij meer asaneenge-
sloten dan ooit haar opvoeder en gids kameraad Gudorgul DINMITROV
zal dienen te volgen en dat zlj het wvaandel van Marx, Engels,
Lenin en Stalin nog hoger zal moeten heffen,” (einde)

luit, n;esch”d:
het rapport, de

r-‘-, n“",QVI’

26 April 1949,
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munist party. Heports would indicate that these three agencies are at present
under the coordinated control of the grcup constituting the so-called Secret
ntelligence Section of the Communist Party. This group, in turn, receives its
‘hrec\, ion from the Politbureau of the Communist Party and the Hussian Intelli-
gence agencies, both din Sofia and Moscow,

instituted & new Militia ‘r.c ence Service and

In censidering the Bulgarian intelligence system, it is important to em-
phasize the presence in Sofia of Georgi DIMITROV, former 5ecr~tary of the Third
International. His position as Chief of the Bulgarian Politbureau; which in-
cludes some of the top leaders of the Bulgarian intelligence services, is of
the utmost significance., Furthermore, the faet that the Politbureau maintains
the Secret Section of the Communist Party, whose members are the heads of the
various intelligence serwices, indicates tnht the Intelligence Service of Bul-
garia today is, for the most part, an arm of the Communist Party designed for
the purpose of fitting into the over-all international Communist framework
(Russian, Yugoslav, Bulgarian, etc,).

The Secret Intelligence Section of the Communist Party is reported to be an
inner, policy-determining and control circle, closely attached to the Communist
Party Politbureau, including among its members four of the most important chiefs
of the intelligence bureaus:

’. “Dimo DICHEV, Chief of the Secret Intelligence Section of the
Communist Party, and also Chief of Section G
(State Security, which is one of the important
intelligence bureaus in the National Militia).
inten YUGCV, member of the inner circle, over-all Uirector of
the Militia in the capacity of Kinister of the
Interior.

_ Strahil BOGDANOV, member of the immer circle, and Chief of
Section B, which is the bureau for counter-es-
pionage and Naticnal Militia,

Gen. Stefan VRANCHEV, member of the inner cirecle, and Chief
of the Military Intelligence Division of the Bulgarian
Army.

The purpose of this central organization is coordination of activities of
the Army, Hilitia, and Communist Party Secret Section with regard to political
intelligence and counter-espionage. General VRANCHEV, although the head of the
general Military Intelligence, participates in the geCIEt Intelligence Section




of the Communist Party only in matters of ccunter-espicnaae, which dis handled
by his Bureau #3 (RO 3)'of the Military Intelli

iinister of the Interior, thcn Luka, 15
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part ci

is new method of placing the ir ies under one central

ccntro* ne ﬁoubt contributes to the ffCCleyﬂaba in C¢r;Jlng out a single
poliey, its current arrangement of responsibilities would appear to be extrer
anomalous, = For instance, Dimo DICHEV, Chief of the central control, is thus
made superior to Anton YUGOV, who is his boss in administrational matters for
Section G of the Militia. General VRANCHEV, although over-all head of the Mili-
tary Intelligence, is only an ordinary member of the Secret Intelligence Section.
aowever, the single purpose of this combined system of agencies, and the fact

.‘:at top personnel are all outstanding Communist veterans, may be a strong
enough faetor to dispel any friction that may result from the odd arrangement of
chain-or-command.

Another important element in the Bulgarian intelligence system is its ex-
tremely selective method of eheosing perscnnel. The leaders of all its agen-
cies are Communist veterans distinguished as participants in the Spanish Civil
War, pre-war Communist underground, training in coviet, Hussia, perpetrators of
acts of sabotage and assassination, and similar activities, constituting un-
usual background for their present posts. It is known that many of the leaders
of the RO were liquidated in the revolution of September 1944. The remaining
persconnel were either ousted from their posts. or reduced to inferior positions.
The extermination of the Royal Militia or old Gendermerie was even nore ruth-
less, Vacant posts in the intelligence organization were filled invariably only
by the most trusted members of the Communist Party. As a result, the whole
system is entirely Communistic, ideologically cchesive and trained with a firm-
ness of purpose reminiscent of religious zeal. Internally, it is the most ef-
fective instrument in carrying out the bolshevisation of Bulgaria and perpetu-
ating its Communist regime; internationally, it seems to be an ideal system for

qr;e as an appendage to the greater Soviet system of espionage.

B. CONTROL CF INTELLIGENCE: AGENCIES

Final avthority over the Bulgarian intelligence agencies, according to the
existing unification of control by the so-called "Secret Intelligence Section
of the Communist FParty", is vested in the: Politbureau of the Communist Party.
The Politbureau, under the leadership of Georgi DIMIEROV, former Secretary of
the Communist Third Internationzl, is a dual organization, tue inner circle of
which includes, 'in addition to DIMITROV, only four members, while the larger
organization of the Politbureau is reported to lLave eleven members. Several
members of the Politbureau are also known as important leaders in the Bul-
garian intelligence services. The inner circle of the Politbureau includes:




Minister of Interior controsl the
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Tsola DHA CHEVA, Se tary General of
Committe f the Fatherland Front (the
tonrunlst front organizatior who has
~ the leaders of the Special sccret
nu“I"t i i
terrogations

3. Vasil HOLARCV, President of

4. Georgi CANKOV.

. The larger Peclitbureau includes the following additional members:

<l. Vulcho CHERVENKOV, Chief of the Special Secret Secticn
the Bulgarian Communist Party.

General Dobri TERPHSHLV, who controls the !'Economic

Militia" as President of the Bulgarian Economic Council,

Dimo: DICH&V, Director of Public Security and Politieal
Section of the Wilitia, and chief of the coordinated intel-
ligence services,

Traicho KUSTOV, Secretary General of Bulgarian Com-
munist Party.

Dimiter GANEV, Vice-President of the National Assembly.
POP=TUMOV .
linche NEICHLEV,

In view of the fact that five of the eleven members of the Bulgarian (P
Politbureau are, in various capacities, chiefs of the intelligence services,
the relationship between the. Politbureau and these services would tend to be
more than mere administrative or policy determining control. The Politburea:
thus becomes, for all practical purposes, identical with the coordinating con-
trol center of the country's intelligence services,

Soviet control over the Bulgarian intelligence services appears to be
facilitated chiefly through the Politbureau with which the Allied Control
Commission and the HAussian zmbassy maintain liaison. However, several reports
indicate that Soviet MGB and VD personnel participate directly in the controk

xof various intelligence branches. Major General Aleksi likhailovich VOLKOV,
Chief of the Security Inspectorate of ACC and in charge of WD for Bulgaria,
has been reported in direct contact with both Hilitia and Army intelligence

i<k




ncies. Color Leonid Andreevich SERLDA, Chief of the Military Seetion of
and head of the intelligence service of the Russian occupaticn f
intains contact with the Bulgarian RO.-: Fyodor FETCHINE, formerly
vecretary of the Soviet Legation,; -~ now said to be in Plovdiv, - who is re-
ported to be chief of in Bulgaria, has been maintaining daily contact
with the Bulgarian'State Security'Section of the I i

i
t

the Politbureau
matter of party line,
the native intelligence
supervision, although instances

agents destined for activities outside the country were

Communist Party which gave rise to
"Secret Intelligence of the Com-
munist Party! 33ne important. branch of internal espionage and a re-
cruiting and training center for personnel for other intelligence units. Huch
of the activity of this Secret Section, which is organized on a2 national basis
as an auxiliary to the national and local CP offices, is performed on a volun-
tary basis. &sach CP local seems to have a gang of informers, provocateurs,

and individuals willing to participate in night work such as abducting, beating,
or disposing of opponents to, the Communist regime. The intelligence work of
these agents consists primarily of compiling information on the political
activities of the population in general and of Communist Party members in par-
ticular.

The Secret Section maintains sehools for training of intelligence agents
for use at home and abroad. Its main schocl for spies is located in Sofia.
Another such school is reported to be operating at Banki, near Sofia, The
instructors are Bulgarian and Hussian. Jhen students graduate, they usually
are assigned to Militia or Army inbelligence services for employment at home or
abroad. Graduates of this training have also been reported as outright em-
ployees of the Bulgarian Communist Party despatched abroad as members of
various cover missions, 1t is stated that the CP includes one of its members
in every diplomatie, cultural, or commercial mission sent to Hurope west of
the satellite countries.

edly a certain Vulcho CHERVENKOV, who has been reported in close collaboration
with both MVD and MGB leaders in Bulgaria, CHERVENKOV has been reported as

the Secretary General of the Communist Farty in Sofia. Opinions expressed

about him class him both among the moderates opposed to the proposals for a Bul-
gar-Yugoslav federation as well as among the most rabid Communisi leaders.
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Lmvorth 1t agency the perpetuation of the Commun - From the Minis-

Interior, Anton YUGOV, to whose cabinet the Militia is attached, and

”ﬁLofUJUU the chief of the Naticnal Militia, to 'every important bureau
the OryPHLthiUn has been cubrnotza to Communists whose loyalty is
ionable and who have art of their past Communist underground and
iminal records, lkoreover, every official and agent in the lower echelons
Militia bureaus that are concerned with political and other espionage,

trusted member of the CP.

The General Administrative Uffice under the Militia Chief, Russi H
divided intc four main sections:

1., Civil Police or Gendarmerie

2. Criminal Militia

3. State Security Section
L, Beonomic silitia

In theory, all these sections are resgonsible to the National Militia Chief,
whose General Administrative Uffice coordinates matters of personnel and main-
tains, particularly for small communities, a group of inspectors, civilian

and couriers for purposes of managing local uniformed militia according
direction of the Communist inspired aggressive State Security Section.

1. The CGivil Police or Gendarmerie, also called. the Administrative Militia,
or Section A, maintains its national hsadguarters in Sofia, It is reportedly
governed by Hussi HRISTOSOV himself. All personnel are uniformed, numbering
over 20,000 men and several hundred women. While the officers are all Commun-
ists, there remain many professional policemen taken over from the previous
regime,  The militiamen are armed with rifles, automatic weapons, and in larger
cities with machine guns, In Sofia, the militiamen are also trained in tank
warfare and are said to have for the purpose several tanks. The personnel of
this section is important.in intelligence activities in local gevernment where,
because of lack of other personnel, the National Headguarters through its agents
and couriers uses the uniformed units for political and espionage work.

2. The Eccnomic Militia, or Section D, maintains a considerable organization
in Sofia, while other men are operating in municipalities such as Plovdiv, Varna,
and other towns of industrial or commercial importance. The headguarters of this
unit is in Sofia, and its chief is Venelin MARKOV, an aggressive pre-war Com-
munist. The chief aim of this Section seems to be the communizing of Bulgaria
and for this purpose the Section works in close affiliaticn with the National
Beonomic Council which is headed by the veteran Communist, General Dbbri
T*{fiuhg'. It is thus a part of the total plan: when the Section wishes to




oropriate certain industrialists, it
Sectlon in order to obtain "evidence!

nar pat 1 I ientific eriminal in i gation, and it
degree u“ ‘_-'-es-i-; L € mong opponents to the regime. However, its act:
are strictly limited t politd »iminal investigation,

Lgurnots, or DS), also called
intelligence agency. of the
in Sofia,  The chief is
Dimo u'””-” u"f 118 main a tan stefan BOGDANCY, whe
Luhﬁfcrmds >e and irve anc f Western Huropean and other n
] sonnel are civilian and U(‘!"JTIUHJSL:.

The State Security 3ection o[ dly divided into seven bureaus and five
other subdivisions called services

Bureau “A!, headed by Georgi GANEV, is entrusted with the task of combatting
anti-Comnunists. 1t is a purely political espicnage and repression unit or-
anized on a national basis. It is reported that in Scofia, its staff is assist-
ed by four sections, each of which contains an inspector with four secret
agents, The sections are further sub=divided into groups, each of which has a
political commissar, & secretary and ten policemen, The policemen are reported-
1y assigned to these groups from the Civil Police.

Bureau "B" has for its main task the protection of the Communist Party by
espionage and counter-espionage. I1ts chief is reportedly Strahil BOZHDANOV, a.
former mountain bandit and veteran Communist. His assistant, Andrei PRAMATCROV,
is an experienced policeman, who'was chief of Bulgarian counter-espionage
under the royal regime. The organization of Bureau "B'" resembles that of
Bureau "A", Tt also maintains an office for the cortrol of passports and visas.
Ivan ANDREEV, in charge of this office, is the final authority approving passage
across the Bulgarian borders. 4An office for the supervision of travellers and
visitors in Bulgaria is under a certain SOTIROV.'S Another office maintained for
surveillance of Macedonians im placed under Toni VELICHKOV.™

Bureau "V" is under the direction of St. GLAVANAKOV,® The main object of
this unit is to watch the activities of the opposition parties: The Agrarians,
Democrats, and Socialists. Batchi ZELV, a Jew and former police inspector, is
in charge of this coffice,

Bureau "C" is the censorship office. It supervises the press, censors mails,
and .theater performances and it watches over all public and private assemblies,
OUne of its units works on translations of fireign newspapers.

Bureau "D" is a recent addition to the organization. It is said to be
headed by a certein Gervas GJUROV\and its purpcse it to contrel political
instructors in Army schools.
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c. Service for Surveillance of Private Crganizations. This service
is entrusted with surveillance of all commercia, scientific, charitable and
other private organizations, Its purpose is effected by penetration of agents
of the Services

d. Records and Files Service. This Service, originally attached
to' the Administrative Militia, maintains extensive files on prominent, "dan-
gerous'', and other persons throughout Bulgaria. The files are centralized in
Sofia at the Militia H@: The information ircludes; din addition to personal
data, all accusaticns, reports on activities, etc,

&, State Security and Intelligence Qutside Bulparia. While the avowed
purpose of the Militia is intermal conselidation and perpetuatiocn of the Com-
munist regime, it has been reported engaged in certain activities abroad. Its
educational program, for agents, like the program in the 'schools maintained by
the Secret Section of the Communist Party, includes instruction on intelligence
work abroad. - Like o !

i
ther intelligence organizations in Bulgaria, the Militia
has been reported to send its own agents outside the Eountry.

7. General Comments on Operation ef Militia Intelligence Units. The
Militia with its strictly controlled police system and over-all penetration by
secret agents of the State Security Section has developed an effective organiza-
tion for purposes of repressicn and internal intelligence. The methods used by
the Militia are known to be as brutel as those of the Yugoslavian UDB, if not
worse. J1ts intelligence agents resort to provocation, intimidation, beatings,
and bestialities which are usually performed at night by abductions and un-
warranted arrests by unidentified agents. The interrogations are frecuently re-
ported to be scenes of torture. Outright deaths as a result of such interro-
gation tortures have been reported by rumors or even as public knowledge through-
out thé period since the new regime instituted the Militia in its present: form.
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Communization program of the regime.

The Military Intelligence Service, known as the "Razuznavatelen Otdel or
HROM is reported to be headed by Major General Peter VRANCHEV, who has held
the position since December 1944, With Hussian training and apparently unflinch-
ing loyalty to Communism, VRANCHEV has been successful in replacing the profess-
ional officers in the RO by Communists and in aligning his organization with the
Soviet Army intelligence service. Morecever, his operational contact with the
Soviet MVD and MGB leaders in Bulgaria has been reported on several occasions.

The Service is divided into four bureaus, called RO 1, RO 2, RO 3, and
, RO L. ©Some reports refer also te RO 5 and RO 6. These latter bureaus, however,
are not concerned with intelligence operations. HO 5 is probably an Army
inspection unit attached to: the Chief of Staff, while RO 6 is a temporary
establishment of the Bulgarian General Staff fer liaison with the military
delegations represented in the Allied Control Commission,
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