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THE INDONESIAN-DUTCH NAVAIL ENCOUNTER AND ITS REPERCUSSIANS
OF THE INDONESIAN AIR PORCE |
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The following mocount Bf the incident in which
an Indonesian task force was intercepied off the coast of
West Irian (Netherlands New Guinea) by Dutch Naval vessels
was given 10 an Asien friend in & “gossipy" conversation
on Mareh 6, 1962 by Lt.Col. WIRIOSOPUTRO, Prinoipal Staff
Officer {Operations) of the Indonesisn Air Foroe {(AURI).

AURI were asked %0 provide aircralft to ferry
a party of armed Indonesians from Djakarta o East Indone-
sia. AURI hesdquarters was told that they were being sent
on a highly seoret mission which must on no account receive
any publieify. AURI did no% know the purposs of the mission
nor did Alr Marshall SURYADARMA imow of the existence of a
special militery ocommand which had been set up to direct
such seoret missions. AURI replied that, if the party's
movements were to be kept secret, it should asmemble in
Soerabaya and not Djakarta. The Army insisted on leaving
from the latter city, however, and HALIN was selected as
the airfield for the party's departure.

AURI were "electrified" to dimoever at Halim
airport a large mixed party of Indonesian Army and Naval
personnel, Many were obviously of Papuan or Aru Ialands
extraction and looked wvery raw and "jungly". AURI were
equally surprised that Commodore JOS SUDARSO, the Naval
Deputy Chief of Staff was inciuded in the partp. A large
crowd of well-wishers, friends and relatives waw the party
off from Halim.

The ;harf,y was ferried by stages to what
WIRIOSOPUTRO deserided as the southern airstrip (presum-
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ably in the Aru islands); the northern atrip could not

be used owing to the presence on its perimeter of Warga
Negara (i.e. citigens) who were in fact Dutch mission-

aries.

Four boats were used for the sea crossing.
The task foroe was commsnded by Lt.Col. SUDGMO of the
Indonesian Navy. SUDARSO was in the second eraft. The
objective of the mission was to land and Lold a small
piece of West Irian, which fact would enable SUKARNO to
announce the "liberation® of part of the territory, and
thus contribute to the effectiveness of his {then) pro-
Jected important policy speech on West Irian. This ope-
ration was not planned as en infiltration operation. It
took with it an Indonesian flag which it intended to
plant on West Irian soil.

At 2100 hours the four craft were nearing
the West Irian coast when radar contact was made with
Duteh warships. (These, incidentally, were sighted steer-
ing towards the party earlier in the day by an Indonesimn
naval craft, which failed to report the sighting to any
naval headquarters, although she herself had been challen-
ged by the Dutch warships). The range was then eatimated
at nine miles. A 180° chenge of course was ordered. The
Indonesian vessels were in Irian territorial waters. The
Duteh warships closed in. Somewhere around the three
miles limit the radar of the boat ocarrying SUDARSO went
out of action, followed shortly afterwards by its engine.
The craft drifted with ita bow pointing straight at the
oncoming Duteh vessels which were closing rapidly.

One of the other Indonesian ocraft opened fire
allegedly at a low-flying Dutch aircraft. The Dutch war-
ship promptly retaliated against SUDARSO's craft, killing
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him. The whole coomplement of the latter was either kiiled,
wounded or capiured. The other eraft escaped mnd returned
to their base. Their requesis for air cover remsined un-
snewered throughout the sncounter.

The aftermath
The Indonesian aufhoritias were informed of
the debacle by an Indian journalist who had by chance _
| heard a news flash from Radio HILVERSUM (% 10.00 hourst
3 local? Dutch time), and roused General JANI from his bed
aeeking confirmation.

JANI reported to NASUTION and SUKARNO who
sumnoned the AURI leaderahip to the Falace.

| SUKARNO was in faovour of bombing Bisk, Fakfak

. and one other target as an immediate reprisal. Air Marshall

| SURYADARMA, Colonel UMAR DANI, his Director of Operations,
end Lt.Colonel WIRIOSOPUTRO, the Principal Staff Officer
(Operationw) all demurred. They advised that although all
the targets could he reached from Ambon and Morotai air-
fields, the Indonesian bembers would be "sitting ducke® for
Dutch fighters armed with "side-winders* and backed by an
efficient radar warning system. They argued that un unsuc-
cessful attack would hav_e’ a moat unfortunate effect on AURI
norale. As it was, AURI had Just lost a P.5.1 on a training
exercise. When SUKARNO heard thig advice he relapsed into s
sullen silence and dismissed the AURI officers. He asked
NAS%IGN and MARTADINATA to remain. ‘

‘SUEARNO then announced that he ma decided to
rejuvenate AURI. He asked RASUTION whom he thought to be
capable of making AURIL an effective force. NASUTION replied
that Colonel MAKKI was the man for ‘r.his Job. SUKARNO said
that he favoured Colonel UMAR DANI. SUEKARNO added that
SURYADARMA, Col. SISWADI (for whom he has & atrong antipathy),
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Lt. Colonel WIRIOSOPUTRO and Lt. Colonel HENG® ADISUPUTRO
were all to be "rejuvenated®.

SUKABKO recalled Colonel UMAR DANI and Colo-
nel MAXKKI {o the Palsce and sxplained his decision and
his cholce of UMAR DANI ss Air Chief of Staff, despite
. General NASUTION's recommendation in his capacity of
Minister of Defenee of Colonel MAKEI for the post.

Foilowing the appointment Admiral MARTADINAGA

made overtures to Colonel UMAR DANI %o concert courses of
 action in order %o frustrate too close a control by
RASUTION over the affalrs of the Indonesian Navy and Air
Force. Colonel UMAR DANI had been receptive. Although
UMAR DANTI has a reputetion of being pro-western (he was a
whudent at the R.A.F. Staff College, Andover) NASUTION was
in for a shock since the new Air Chief of Steff had &
heelthy respect for the Russians. Purthermore his force was
orieniated towards the commurist bloe by reason of. its de-
pendenes upon the latter for most of its modern aqu.ipmant
and for its treining.

Tweade helft maart 1962.
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