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PEJPING'S VIEWS ON "INEVITAB LITYm OF WAR ' \/
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The Chinest Communist party, in the current lssue of 1its
rnal Red Flag, makes 1its most categorical state-

inevitable--as long as "imperialism” exists. Using the 90th
anniversary of Lenin's birth as a springboard, the journal
warns Chinese Communists away from the pronouncements Khrush-
c¢hev has made on the nature of the contest with the West.

Tt Tmplicitly criticizlies the Soviet premier for a less dynamlc
opposition to "imperialism' than Peiping feels is required by
its own and world Communist ®bjectives. The article is another
example of the Chinese leaders' readiness to manipulate basic
doctrine in Justification of thelr own policiles.

The Red Flag article is aimed at Khrushchev's Justification
for a detente--his proposition that bloc strength has progressed
to a point where the "inevitable war' theory, so useful to the
USSR a8 a spur to discipline and production during 1its earlier
years, may be put aside in favor of "peaceful competition.”

he Chinese are attempting to empty the coexistence thesls of
Fll meaning, buttressing thelr arguments with selected quota-
tions from Lenin and the sayingscf Mao Tse-tung.

Red Flag insists that "imperialism" has not changed and can-
not change and that its economic system breeds war because it
is based on "exploitation and oppression." It states that
"the imperialist policy of plunder is bound to lead to war."
This contrasts vividly with Khrushchev's statement to the Soviet
21st party congress that "there will be created real possibili-
tles for eliminating war as a means of settling internaticnal
issues,"”" The Chinese stress that the "war manilacs" can only be
thwarted by '"fighting tooth and nail.,'

The journal claims that "within imperialism," colonial and
civil wars are "inevitable" and that those fighting "imperial-
ism" deserve strong bloc support. In a remark apparently in-
tended to take i1ssue with Khrushchev's inslstence that the USSR
will not aggressively export Communism, Red Flag states that to
ignore such wars would be "extreme opporfunism”™ and would betray
the "socialist revolution." ‘

While the Chinese emphasize the '"inevitability" of "imperial-
ist" wars, they skirt a direct proncuncement that a major East-
West war 1s equally certain. Nevertheless, Red Flag conjures up
for its readers the now-familiar image of implaca
"The peace desired by US imperialism is a peace which provides
for US domination of the whole globe--it 1s peace for the pur-
pose of eliminating socialism.” Red Flag charges that to realize
its ambition, the United States 1§ payling "1lip service to peace"
while preparing for a world watr and "actively conducting” limited
Wars.

Red Flag's diatribe reflects the value Peiping places on
having an external enemy with which fto goad its pecple toward
greater efforts, as well as frustration with the effect a pro-
longed detente would have on Communist China's ambitions *o

e US hostility.

. )
eliminate US influence in Talwan and the wegtgrg Pacific. Quot-
ing Lenin, Red Flag states, "we are surrounded by people,
clgsses, éna_governments who openly express the greatest hatred
for us." With implications which could hardly be lost on Khrush-
chev, the Chinese
draw again from STATEMENTS ON WAR
Lenin to express p—
theif‘ irritatlon: . #] think the Amertoar people and the
"Wnoever has thought sovieT
that 1t 1s easy to
attaln peace-~-that
one has only to men-
tion the word and
the bourgeolsie will
present 1t on a silver
platter--1s a very
naive person."

people of all countries menaced dy

Honly peaceful coextatence and US aggreaafon should unite to repel

pecaesul competition detween the . the attacks of U reactionartes and

two systema can prepent war." the{r lockeys. Only victery In thh_

Joint Soviet-Polish statement, atruggle can avert a third warld wary

22 July 1859. tt can not be avertad othervise .
ino Tee-tung, guoted by Red Flag, 1

Jaruary 1960.



