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USSR/Bast Berlin
USSR PREPARES TO VACATE EAST BERLIN

Soviet preparations to withdraw
military and oivilian organizations from East Berlin have
reached an advanoced stage. There are extensive paoking ac-
tivities in the oompound at Karlshors+t, and a new head-

quarters is being bullt between Bernau and Wandlitz See,
'a few miles north of Berlin. The preparations +to move have
been noted prinoipally in +the Soviet Stete Seocurity (K&B)
units in Kerishors+t, whioh is the largest organization in
the oompound. In addition, the prinocipal Soviet hospital
in Eas+t Berlin has been almost wacated, and preparations
are being made to olose the school, trade mission, and
other installations. | .

fhe advanced preparations indicate
that ths Russi=zms could be ready in a& very short time %o
evacuate virtually all their psrsonnel from the oity. Con-
struction deadlines for new buildings outside Esst Berlin,
40 which ths Russians plan to move, such as barracks and

. offices, remain set at around 25 May.

In addition to the KB, other Soviet
organizations which sre believed to exercise olose control
over the East Germans are involvad. Since these organizat-
ions will probably be quartersed at Bernau, Strausberg, or
Fusrstenwalde - all of which are near Eas+t Bexlin -~ Soviet
offioials will be able to oontinue close obsarvanoce of
East German activities.

Ona report indicated +that the Karls-
hors+t compound would be used by the East German Army in
the future. Such a move would be symbolic of the inorsased
authority of the East German regime. |

If control ovey East Berlin is trans-
ferred to Bast Germany, the sactor bordexr between East and
West Berlin will for all practical purposes become an inter-
national frontier, and Allied access rights to the entire
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olty, speiied put in a quadripartite agreement, will be
retained anly through East German sufferance. East Ger-
many woulq provably assume access controls at the same
time, leaving Wes+ Berlin subjsot to being ocut off com-
pletely. Hefugees would find 1+ more diffioult to go to
Wes+t Berlin, and, if the already stringent security oon-
trols were tightened further, the refugee flight through
the oity would for all practical purposes be s+topped.

Begin maart'1959.




