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GEHEIM

USSR/Switzerland

COMMENTS ON THE PRESENT SITUATION IN GENEVA

In conversations in the middle of June
in Geneva with a Polish emigré left-wing journalist, a
®prybuna Indu® (Press organ of the Central Commitise of
the P.Z.P.R.) oorrespondent acoredited to the Foreign
Ministers Oonference expressed the following views:

e Polish Government believe that in
apita of the present deadlook a total treakdown of the
Geneva Conference will be avoided and socme kind of an
agreament reached, making a Summit Meeting possible. The
Russians, in fact, will push for a series of Fummit
talks interspersed by disoussions on a high diplomatio
Javel. .
It is oonsideréd absolutely certain that
KHRUSHCHEV does not desire war and that moreover, owing
+o continued feuds and underourrents within the Soviet
hierarchy, he is personally mtares»hd in having a Summi¢
Conferenoe, as the latter would boost his populerity and
further strengthen his position in the Party and the coun-
try. . o
' In addition, the Soviet leaders as a
whole consider that agreement must be reaohed at the
Geneva Atomio Conference so that other countries - in par-
tioulay Franoe - oan be prevented from joining the Atomio
Community. The Russians fully realise that France, with
or without nuolear wsapons, will never be of any real mi-
litary importance, but if she is allowed to become a nuo-
leay powsr they ocan see no way of preventing China from
doing the same., This, in their view, is another reason
for having a Summit Meeting.

The ohange in GROMYXKO's attitude is un-
doubtedly omused by the unmis+takable lack of harmony in



. -

the Western oamp and partioularly by ‘the obstinate
and olearly unreasonable attitude taken by West Ger-
many and Franoe. The USSR does not want to miss the
opportunity of furthering this split by prolonging
the Gensva digscussions. On the other hand, there is
also no doub‘b that ‘the limi't:s ‘beyond which KHRUSHCHEV
oan retreat without r&.sking his own head are fairly
narrow. |

It can be taken for granted that
KIRUSHCHEV will oonoclude a separate peace treaty with
the D.D.R. if no satisfactory settlement of the Ber-
1lin problem is reached. It is also certain that what-
ever decisions are agreed now or later, he will still
g0 on trying to get rid of any remnants of Western do-
mination in Berlin, as a continued free link of a part
of en Bast German oity with the West is incompatible
with the very tdea of the Iron Curtain.

Medio juni 1959.




