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SOVIET CENTRAL CCMMITTEE MEETING

6EHEW
A Sovlet party central comraittee pler.un has

for 24 June. According to the 9 May arr.cuncement, i t will dis-
cuss Implementation of the decisions of the 21st party corxgress
to increase mechanizatlon and automation In Sovlet Industry and
the program for expandlng the chemlcal inatstry, whlch is to re-
celve an investment of 15-20 blllion dollars -ander the Seven-
Year Plan.

The advance public announcernent of the June meeting and lts
maln agenda topics is a further step in stripping some of the
secrecy from central committee sessions so that greater propa-
ganda use can be made of them. In the present instance, fuller
publlcity will help goad economie officials to maximum perfor-
mance.

The quality of Soviet industrial te.chnology varies widely
among the within industries. In addition, because of their
rlgid production quotas, Soviet plant managers have frequently
delayed the introduction of new technology if doing so would
Jeopardize current output goals.

The goal of "catching up" with the West, however, is com-
pelling the USSR to reduce the time lag between sclentlflc de-
velopment and industrial applicatlon, especially In view of the
decreasing availability of labor for industry and the rapld de-
pletion of easily developed natural resources. In March a new
State Committee for Aütomation and Machine Building was estab-
llshedj a move which indicated r-ecognitior. of the importance
of mechanizatlon and automatlon in meeting the Seven-Year Plan
goals.

Although Soviet Chemical output reportedly increased 13
percent in 19-58* the rates of increase for the few products
listed was generally below that required for Seven-Year Plan
fulfillment. The plan for construction of Chemical plants feil
short of fulfillment by a considerable margin because of a lack
of equipmentj the tardy receipt of technological data, and un-
satisfactory work by contractors.

In order to mitigate the strain on domestic producers of
Chemical equipment and to save time1 required to develop new
processes, the USSR has been attempting.for the last few years
to purchase equipment from the West.

Fulfillment of Seven-Year Plan goals is unlikely without
substantial imports of equipment and technology.- Under exist-
ing trade pacts with Western cpuntries, Moscow already has
planned to import 1̂00,000,000 wort. of Chemical plants and equip-
ment, "but.its recent drive ~c s-.cure credits in the West indicates
that lts .requirertïent is greater t h ar. lts ability to finance through
current Soviet experts. The plenum undoubtedly will attempt to
deal with this situatlon.

The central committee may again take up the case of the
"antiparty group," although such was rot announced on the agenda.
This topic was left undecided desplte consideratie discussion
at the central committee plenum in Decercer 1955 and the party
congress in January 1959.



Khru.sh.chev, however, ir,ay have teen referrir^g te -hè ''ar.tl-
party grcrap" when hè announced at the close of the congress
that appeals .../d been received ''on decisions concerning removals
from the party, Imposltions of party pur.Ishjnent, and other per-
sonal party matters." The congres s charged the central commlttee
with answering these appeals. Khrusnchev r.ay feel r-hat rurther
moves against rnembers of the group and others lir.ked wlth lts
activltles are now deslratle.

Although the central comiriittee has llttle or no substan-
tive role in the formulation of foreign pollcy, the meeting In
June will provlde the Soviet leaders wlth an opportunlty to re-
view the results of the Geneva conference and explaln the USSR's
position prior to a s umin i t meeting.


