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I.C..4.T.U.

The International Confederation of ±,r&b Tredes Unions,
(l.C.-A .T .U.) was 'formclly conrtituted on 25th March 1956, et en
inr.ugural conference in Itemascus sttended by aeleg£tes from tredos unions
in Syria, Egypt, Jordtn, the Leb£non and Lib3ra. The idee of the foraotion
of such •<-• con ederction hf;d first "been mooted durirg the 8th Congress of
Syricn Trt-des Unions, et •which Egyptian end Lebanese delegftes w,re tlso
present, in Dc.rna.5cus in lïay 1955: £-nd the intsrvoning yerr hc.d been teken
up by o numbfir of prupcrctory meetings end diccussions in vhioh Egypticns
took t-n incrotsingüy dominant part-,

2. The stttutos of I.C.l.T.U. -.ere dravm UD by a preperctory
comnittae, convened in Dnnu..scus in Jcnu.r-ry 195é, ov^r vji.ose vvork tho
Egyptian doleg:..tion lcd,by PATHI TCM/.L, hc:d considcrtble influenoe. Ls- a
rcsult, the. Constitution, promulgcted by the incugurr.l Conf.rass, -wcs
essentir.lly c politicr.l document in tne nature of r.n Ar-b Nationrliat
mcnifestü: r.lthough it included, in the most genere i tcrms., a nuribcr
of deeltrations on purely trades-union mctters, it rlso culled for the
dostruction of "inpcric.lism'', recognition of the right of self-determinction,
end the shrring of natural resources amongst the ^Irab "connnunity". The
resolutions t.dopted by the Congress -,ver3 r.lso principr.lly of r. politieel
n-vture, cnti-Isrceli, c.nd r.nti-Colonicl

3- Thr3 Congress cslso crovid^d thct the headqucrtcrs of I,C.-'-.T.U.
vere to bo in Cciro, end thus endorsed the dominc.nt position of the
Egyptiu.ns: for r Ithough a Syrirn, LIUH-MED SUÏÏHI il* KK'.ÏIB, hr.d been
electi.d President of the Executive Comnittee, the posts of Socrcttry
Genere! r.nd Secrutr,ry \iere filled by tho Ejyptir.ns ÏV-ÜII K*rlIAL end
MUH/JliED EL OKEILI, both of v?hom must bc rogrrded, in vit/,; of tho close
control over the Irbour orgr.nis; tions in ïïgypt, r s meting on behc.lf of
the Nasser government. j.'.nd there is no doubt thr.t even if the support
commrndod by I.C.;. .T.U. wc s still more r pp; rent tlu.n ree.l, the Egypt i f na
hf d succcoded both in dictcting tho poiiticnl ehr.rc.ctor of the
orgrnisction, rnd in sccuring control over it.

4. -'.Ithough org'nised Communis-n hrd not boen officirliy
reprasented c.t the incugurcl conference, the T/.P.T.U. v.'ere not slow ia
folloving up the fornr.tion of I^C.jV.T.U. In June 1956,, Communist trrdos
unionists from Syria r.nd Lcbr.non v?crc er lied to Prrgue, v/h c re they v;erc'
told by V.P.T.U. the.t the Ir.tter r.nproved of the I.C.-.T.U., end th'.t thcy
\.ore prrticulrrly interested ir. the ore:.tion of rn ..froW^ic.n Feder: tion
of Trr.dws Unions, for uhich the I.C.."..T.U. stc.t.utss cclled. - ii.a?..Ï..U. t-Lso
str-ted thct tho i'ffr.irs of _rrb Tic.des Unions vore 'i3u to be trc.nsforrod
f rem the Russif.n to the Chinese Secretc.ry of W.P.T.TT. Probrbly r. s c
result^ it vr s decided r.t r. meeting of the I.C.^.T.U. Executive Comnittee
in .ugust 1956 thr.t P.ÏTHI KAl^Ji r.nd SUBHI AL KH/:TIB should he^-d
f. do leg? tien to Peking in Octobor.
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5. Previously the Erccutivc Cocoittee h:' d dccid^d thr.t tjf'
should bc LU..CG to Tiin support f ren the Irbour ncvcnont in Kiror.it end
elacïvhcro; c nd, on the instructie ns ^f the Zgyptii n Govórnncnt,
„N7 V. R S-lu-iL., ' rxitib<.r cf the ?5xecutive Coctiittce, end Secret ry
(r,iv>ri.l 'oi' tho Lgyptirn Pctroleun rnd Choi/iiccl 'orkers' Union, visitod
Syrir, Srudi -rrbic , Kunc.it rnd B hroin in tho suntvjr of 1956 in ;n
rttcnpt to f om r.-, n _r?b Petroleum : nd Chor.ic-1 TTorkurs' Union undcr tho
ruspiccs of I.C..L-.1'.U. The rb;j<-ctiVGs cf this union vvcro to bc to
undcminc r.resto, n ecrnonic end politiorl influmcc in thu eil-producing
rror.s. In the ^ utunn rf the rrnc yc:.r, S.' LD L SHITT-, r Vicj-Prosidont
of I.C....T.U. r n d Secn.tt r;r Goner.' l ^f tho Libycn Gen rel '.'.;rk^rs Union,
v/r.s rlso r.ctively c.ttonptinK to gr in central c-f the Libyrn trcdos union
nover.iont, on the instructions of :.nd -;ith Tincncirl sup^rt fron &"iro.
Purthor ovidenoc of Egypticn hcpcs of h; rncssinp f,rrcl^s unionists to tho
-.r;.b n., ti' nc'.list &J..UEG ^c.s forthcotning ïihcn the üxocutivc Conriittoo oj?
I.C.-..T.U. decidod, r.t r. r.iceting in . ugust 1956, on i et ion to bc vrkcn
in the cvurt of er j-.ttj ck en J]gypt: this v;rs t; inciudc sr.botrgo of
oil-fiolds £ nd pipelirios, rnd c er l? for gcner, l strike ; cticn.

6. I:i the cvdit, hcivcvor, I.C.....T.U. cotion to cnlist ^rob
trrdcs union support f er Egypt r.t the 'uino of Sucz v: s pi-r otior.lly
unsuccüssful: end in spite of Egypti".n cl'ir.is te tho oontr' ry,
I.C.^ .T.U.'g strike cr.ll not v;ith little effect ivo ros xsnsc. ,s c rcsult,
Lftcr Suez, I. C./ .T. U. in*cnsif iod its cfforts to ost; blish ccntrcts
vvith othcir tiiddlo ji:-.stern tr-dcs-union n-'V3ncnts. ïo this end, on
Jügyptic.n r.dvicc, ; 3pocic:l "Intorn;.ticnrl Sootion" M: s sot up within tho
ExGcutivo Co:,irittQe, vrith ;,n /Jgj'pti.-.n Of f ie i -l . ' f tho ïünistry of Socic-1
J.ffnirs r.s 'Internat ion; l Rólt-.tions ^-dvis^r': f nd in Lry 1957 ; n
I.C.-.T.U. conference v;rs convcned in Cr.iro r t \7hicL rlclcg. tions fi"~'U the
trades unions of Syrir, L^bc.non, Egypt, Jnrclcn, the Gudcn, Libyr r.nd
J.lgorir. v;crc proscnt.

7» The first, r.nd nest significant itcu r,f businoss ;'t this
necting V.T.S the unnnincus agruerxnt to th rffilii ti^^n to I.C..'..T.U.
of tho Ccnnunist-doniru tcd Sudi.n V/crkors Fcdor-'-ti^n cf ïrr.do Unions
(S.1.,'. J?. T. U.) , v;hich \ics ri,ui\;Süntcd r.t the ccnfi.rcnco by its Sccrctcry
icncrcl SfLJ'1! .12^0 AL SP-AHOï, closcly ;.ss;.cirtod v;ith '.,'.!•' .T. U. sincc
1953. ïhc rffi l ir t ion "'f tho T. U. s of Llorrccc, ^Igorir. end Tunisir
v;; s rlso discussod, r.nd P-'-THI IC.l.LL ivported - n his cfforts in bhin
clirecticn: this question v.'is, hc->vcv.-r, shclvod, probrbly chiefly
bccruse the Krghrob T. U. s vcre r.lru; dy nenburs of I.C.P.T.U., but it vvf s
i grood thr.t I.C.-.T.U. sh'/uld c:!m;inUG t; v;crk t -,v rds such rn f ff illc tion.

8, It is in fc.ct ovidont th t I.C... .T.U. w, R firJing inert ~
difficulty in fellov:ing the line of "ne-utrr lity" bet-.'cc.i the "./o stern
c.nd Coimunist "bloes". P-THI K1J'u'JLf during r. viait to ",.rc.rs; \i in
Soptenber 1957, v.'hilst st; ting tlr t'l.C..'..T.U. held r "ncutr;-.! positicn"
bttveon tnc I.C.P.T U. rnd '.7.F.T.U., rdded thc.t tho l:.tt r's "fr= temc.1 .
r.ttitudc" r t the tinc of Sues hi ei boen nuch r ppix.cic Ircd by I.C.-l.T.U.
Pr-n L- te 1957 cn-..vi-ds, Y'.ï'.T.U. prcrsure or. I.C.-'.?. U. beccr.^ norc
intense. Of nunor"us cx;nvplf.s '-f V.r.?.T.U./I.C — .T.U. CTitrct, the
follov;ing ure nct.vble: in Oct-bcr 1957, F-TïïI iU,'_-L rnd SfL'JI -M-CLD ^L
Cri'L'31 r ttcndcd the V.P.T.U. IVth'.T-rld Tr-do Un:'f?n Ccngrcss in Leip2ig:
I.C.-.T.U. dcleg. ti:ns r-Ltcnded the Ilry Dry cclcbrr tv ns in Peking,
IIoscov.' rnd T.r.st G-OI-.V n;7, r.nd in --u^ust 1958 :n I.C.-' .T.U. fr-tern rl

/dclcgr tien
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delegetion trok pert in the s;x;ci:l sessicn of ".F.Ï.U.'s Erccutive
Ccmittee in Prcgue- & culninrti'-n cf these essccir.ticns -nrs the
estcblishncnt in Gr ir? vith Ness^r's ropr vr-1 of r. j-int I.C.- .T.U./
U.]?.T.U. "Interneti-nrl Trede Uni n Comittee for Solid; rity with the
Werkers rnd -eople cf . Ig-rie." in September 1958*

9. In these cndcrvcurs to explcit I.C.-'.T.U., l,".P.T.U. orn bo
scen to be inplunenting with srtie success its declered policy of
"unity <~f rcticn" - thrt is te sry, cf cc-cperetion f^r Jcint rction on
specific issues, es opposcd te; egruenent en r cotvion genërel polioy.
This ia of cóurse in line vith Cconunist rttcnpts te exploit "ithcr
Cciro-br.sed - fro-.'.si;:.n novcnents. —t the sr.ne tine, end r.lthcugh Joint
action with Y7.P.T.U. hrs led to cc-afliots \7ithin I.3._-.T.U., thora
hr.a been no significant reducticn in the cxtunt te \.hich I.C.^l.T.U. is
rn instrument cf the U..'.R. Government.

10. The inpcrtr.nce cf I.C..'. .T.U. t" the U..'-.R. Gcvcrnr.ifcnt
(rnd t° 1".P.T.U.); lijs in tho r.dvr.nt.^cs thc.i, \vould rccruo tr^n. the
crertirn cf r. crintrolled orgr-nisctinn of t r' dos unions in the lïiddlo
Er at/, end in - fric,:, vhich cculd be exploitod for rction, \vhother by
denonstri.tions, strikrs er sc.bctr.ge, in suo ort cf U.—.R. (or Ccnounist)
policy. Trr.des unionisu in tha crec. is cssöntir.ily directcd to
politicc.l, end not to socir.l-cr ccononic, ends, r.nc this nust inoro^so
the likolihood th;.t Jjrab nctlonclisn, f's rLprescnted by I,C..-.T.U., tic.;1-
suocced in ostrblishing r.n effectivc intLr-arr.b trr.des union
orgr.nisrtion.

11. Thoro ore howcvcr f nuribcr of obstrcles in the wr.y cf succegs
on the pc.rt cif I.C.^.T.U.: these include the follovdng:-

i) noro r.dvrnoed r.nel botter órgcnised tirdea unions \vill
be reluctr.nt to r.ccept I.C.^.T.U. directicn fron. Cr.iro.

ii) in countrics v,'hcre I.C....T.U. 's principr.l support crmoa
frc-n Cor.Tnunist-^oninr.ted unicrs it ivill nat be truly
representrtive --.f ^rab trede union^in, end v;ill r.lso be
vulnercble thrcugh gcvornnent r.ction cgrinst Conriunisn;
in the Sudr.n, fc-r instence, the Connuni&t S.VJ.F.T.U. wrs
first weckoncd by the crcrti^n of r. rivr.l, governnünt -
sponsTed, trede union fedcrf tion, end hes nov; b^en publicly
discredited by the prcsecuti,n rf its Conriunist leeders.

iii) the existing essocirticns, perticulerly in the Ncrth
..friccn rtr.tes, betycen the locel T.U.s end the I.C.F.l'.U.,
rot es e c^untcr-belnnce to I.C,. *T.U./t.'.P.T%U. efforts to
gein support in these ccuntries: in Libya, this hca
rosulted in e swing evry fron I.C.^.T.U.

iv) governniontel ectic-n, c.g. in Jord^n end .'.de.i, hrs rcduced
or preventcd cppcrtunities 'f c r contect bctr.'cen locel trcdes
unions end I.C.-'-.T.U.

12. It is nevertheless certr.in thet the U._ .H. Govcrnnent (end
V'.P.T.U.) \vill'continuo end incr^ese their effcrts to build up I.C — .T.U.
into en offective politieel frrce, v.'hich will serve f s en instrunent of
their effcrts to explcit .dreb neticnelisn for cvort rnd covert subvursive
purposes. Likely future ection includes:-

A)



i) the. streng th^ning of contcct fith existin^ I.CJUT.TJ.
r-ffilirtes.

ii) ettcnpts to estr.blish IéC.~.T.U. contr-ct with trcdes
unicns in Ir^q, the Pers ir n Gulf end Blr.ck

iii) f-itenptc to estr.blish en eiVectivo intc-r-Ai\"b oll
workcrs' orgcnisation undor I, C. A. T .U. r.uspioos.

iv) cttenpts to v?ork towrrds the orvr.ticn of en i".fro--lsicn
trrdes union orgr.nisr.ticn.

v) attenpts to open brr.nch offices of Ï.C.-A.T.U» rbrord
to serve es f'.>cal points for inf luoncing nr tionr.l
geverunents f.nd isorkers ' orgc,nis£-tiona.

vi) ooitinuod opposition to the I.C.F.T.U. r.s the cgont of
v^estv.rn ir.iperic.lisn and Israèl!

/Appendix A



J..C_.A.T.Ü. Fcrsonrlities

1. FATHI KAMAL

2. SUFD: AL KHHTIB

3. -MIDHAT KUSA

Egyptir.n. Sccretfry Gencrrl rtf I.C^'.T.U.
In clcso c-'ntcct with '7.P.T.U., rol c
frequent vi?itor to Soviet bloc oountrics,
not r.ctur.lly known to be r C^rnunist.

Syrir.n. Portier President of Gcnorrl
?c;derr.tion of Syricn Trr.de Uni'ns. Elcctcd
Prcsidenb ei' I.C..\.T.U. in 1956. Js ïcn.^n
hr.ve hrd Gonn^nist •. asoci; tiona: is non
repnrtoc, to hr.ve been disgrccod, : nd tc> bo
roplc.ccd "s President of I.G.i.ï.U.

Ltb-rynesc. Score tr.ry 'f the Fcdcrrtirn nf
Syndic1 ces 'of ÏJorth Lobr non. Prosidont
Tr.ilurs' Union, Tripoli. Attcnaoa I.C.A.T.U.
inaugural con"?orenCG, Dcxirscus, 1956,
nnd electad p. s Assistent Secretr.ry of I.C.A.T.U.

4- MOHAMMED AL OKEILI r.n. Gcnerrl Sc crvi tr.ry of tho
' n Conl'üdorr.tion of Lcbfur, r.nd 'Sccrotcry

(Controller) of I.C.A.T.U.

6. SALIM SHUTA

ÏUNÏS

SHAFI AHHAD AL SIIAIKH Sud.'nese. Sccrotcry Gencrrl of the (Cointiuniat)
Sudaa -U^rkurü Püderr.tion of Trr.dos Uni^-na.
^'.n rcoivü Coununist fcr nrny ycr's, c.nd closoly
r.sscci: ted vath Y.'.F.T.Ü. sinoe 1953*
Inpris-:,ned on 18.12.58.

Libyrn. Gücrct:.ry-Gcnorrl of Libycn Genorcl
T'^rkors Unicn. .ittonded I.C.-.T.Ü. inr.ugur.-l
o' nfurcncc, Drxac.scus, 1956, r.nd T;:. s appointcd
e Vico-Pl-esidcnt. During 195 -̂57 vvrs r.3tivo
on bch: If of the- Lgypuir.ns in Libyr, but is
no\ ro portod to hr.ve fr.llon out with I.C.A.T.U.

Jordrni'r.n. Led the Jordr nirn delcgr.ticn to
the I.C.A.T.U. inr.ugurr.l conference, Drur.scus
195<J f- s Soc. Gen. of United Y/orkers Trr.dea Union
of Jordrn. Assistent Socrot; ry of Z.C.A.T.U.:
nov resident in Dr.nr.3cus, %7hero ha is conncctod
vitn the onigrc -'•" Jordr.nicn Ktvoluticnc ry Council."
N" longer really represent: tive of Jcrdon T.Us.


