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I.C.2.T.U.

The Interneticnal Confederation of &ireb Trades Unions,
(I.C.A.T.U.) was fomelly conctituted on 25th Merch 1956, st an
ineugural conference ia Demascus attcaded by delegztes from tredes unions
in Syria, Fgypt, Jordzn, the Lebznon ond Libya. The idee of the form:tion
of such ¢ con ederction had first becen mooted durirg the 8th Congress of
Syricn Tredes Unions, ¢t which Egyptizn znd Lebanese delegrtes were £lso
present, in Dumascus in Mey 1955: @nd the intervening yecx haed been teken
up by & number of prepcrctory meetings cnd discussions in which Egypticns
tock &n incrcesingly dominent pert.

2. The stetutes of ILCLALT.U. “cre drown uo by a preperetory
committee, convened in Damcscus in Jonucry 1956, over whose work tho
Egyptian deleg:ticn led, by FATHI KiMIL, hod considercble influence. As o
rcsult, the Constitution, promulgcated by the incugural Con¢ress, wes
cssenticlly ¢ political documert in tae noture of on Arcb Notionolist
menifesto:  ¢lthough it included, in tho most gencrcl tcrms, & number
of declerations on purely trodes-union motters, it clso culled for the
destruction of "impcriclism', recognition of the right of sclf-dctcrminction,
and the shering of nctural resources amongst the irob "community".  The
resolutions :cdopted by the Congress wer:z zlso principnlly of ¢ politicel
ncture, cnti-Isreeli, cnd anti-Colonicl

3. Thz Congress clso crovidzd thcet the headquerters of I.C....T.U.
were to bo in Ccire, cnd thus cndorsed the domincnt position of the
Egypticns: for ¢lthough & Syricn, MUHILED SUBI L KH TIB, hcd been
cleceted President of the Exccutive Committee, the posts of Secrctery
Gencrel end Scerctary werc filled by the Egypticns Foiill KAAL cnd
MUHAMED FL OKEILI, both of whom must be rcgrrded, in vicw of the close
control over the lubou“ orgrnis: tions in Egypt, ¢s ccting cn behalf of
the Nusser government. .nd therc is no doubt thot cven if the support
comm: nded by I.C....T.U. wes still more «pp: rent then recl, the Egjpt1<ns
hid succcoded both in dictcting the pol 1t10(1 cherecter of the
orgenisction, ¢nd in sccuring control over it.

L. =lthough org-niscd Communism hzd not bren officicliy
reprcsonted ot the incugural conference, the W.P.T.U. wore not slow ia
following up the formcticn of I.C...T.U. In Junc 1956, Communist trrdos
unionists from Syria and Icbonon were cclled to Prroguc, where they werc
told by W.F.T.U. thot the latter cpproved of the I.C....T.U., nd thet they
were pirticulorly intercsted in the crcition of cn J.fro-:3icn Pedes: tion
of Tredes Unions, for vhich the I.C....T.U. stitutss cclleds - 3L.A.4.U. clso
stoted thet the offiirs of Jreb Trcdes Unions were ow to be tronsforred
frem the Russinn to the Chinese Secretiry of W.F.T.U. Probcbly ¢s ¢
result, it vis decided ¢t o FLCtlng of the I.C....T.U. Exccutive Committee
in . uguqt 1956 thot FTHI KOLL cnd SUBHI AL KHAZTIB should heed

¢ deleg tion to Pcking in Octoodr.
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5. Previously the Drecutive Comuiitices hed decided thot offcrts
should be nide to win su,rort from the ebour mevement in Kuncit ond
elscvhere; :nd, ©n the instructizns ~f the Tgyntiin Governnent,

JNUR SOLede, ¢ momber of the Fxecutive Cormittes, ¢nd Scorct ry
Gunorel of tho Igypticn Potroleun :nd Cheniicel “orkurs! Unicn, visited
Syric, Scudi .r¢bic, Kuwcit ¢nd B hrein in the suwomor of 1956 in in
cttenpt to form ©n ~rb Pctroleun :nd Chericr 1l Vorkers! Union under tho
tuspicecs of I.C..i.T.Us The cbjectives =f this union were to be to
undcrmine Testein cernumiic cnd politiecl influcrnce in the oil-producing
crecs. In the sutunn ~f the -eme yeor, S LI: SHITT.., ¢ Vicao-President
of I.C....T.U. rnd Secrutiry Goner:l ~f thc Libycn Gen rol “lorkers Union,
wes ¢1so cctively cttemptipg to grin contrel o the Libyen trades unicn
novenent, on the instructions «<f «nd iith Tincneicl suopoert from Coiro.
Further cvidence of Egypticn hepes of hirrnessing srodes unicnists to the
-2¢b neti nolist ciuse wos Zortheoming when the Bxocutive Cormitteo of
I.C...T.U. dAecided, ot « nceting in .ugust 1956, on tction to be vrken
in the c¢vort of ocr cttock on Fgypt: this wrs t: include svbotige of
0il~ficlds cnd pipelines, ond ¢ ccll for gever. 1 strike ccticn.

6. Ia the evoat, hcucver, I.C....T.U. cotien to enlist ..rob

tredes union support for Egypt ot the wine of Sucz +is pirctienlly
unsucecssful: ‘nd in spite of Bgypti-n cl-ins tc the contrr ry,
I.Cu:uTW U '3 strike cnll met with little effcctivo rusonsc. .s ¢ resulg,
cf'ter Suez, I.C.0.T.U. intcnsificd its cfforts to cstiblish czontrets
with cther Hiddle kostern trodes-union movenents.  To this ¢cnd, on
Egypticn cdvice, ¢ spceial "Internotiontl Scetion" wis sob up within the
Executive Comrittee, with ¢n Zgyptiin Ovfici.l. T the Ministry of Sccicl
~ffoirs 2s '"Internsticrncl Relotions -dviscr': ond inlicy 1957 tn
I.C....7.U. conforence wirs convened in Coirs ot vhich deleg. tions fi-m the
trades unicns of Syric, Lebenon, Egypt, Jordon, vhe Sudan, Libye cnd
~1lgeric were prescot.

T The first, ond most significint itcw of business ¢t this
necting wes the unonimcus agruercnt to the ~foriliction to I.C....T.U.
of the Cormunist-donine ted Sudin Vierkers Fedeorstinn of Trode Unions
(S.4.F#.TWUs), which wics rovroscnted ot the cenfurcnee by its Scerctoiry :
Generel SHI'T 15D AL SFATKH, closcly ¢ssicicted waith Vo2 T.U. since i
1953, The ¢ffiliction ~f the T.U.s of llorccec, ..lgeric cnd Tunisic

ws ¢iso discussed, ond FLTHI KILL reported -n his offorts in this
directicn: this questicn wes, however, shelved, prcbrbly chicfly
bacruse the M ghreb ToU.s vere olro: dy nmcrbers of I.CW.P.T.U., but it ws
tgreed thet I.C....T.U. should eonvinue t: werk to9 rds such cn ¢ ££114: tinn.

S It is in fret ovident th t I.C....T.U. w. s finding incre-sing
difficulty in fclloving the line ~f "neutrclity" betucea the testern
¢nd Cormunist "bloes". F.THI KIuL, during © visit to icwsiw in
Scptenber 1957, vwhilst st ting th -t I.C....T.U. held ¢ "ncutr-l positicn”
betcen tne I.C.F.T U. ond V. RTWU., cdded thet the 19ttt r's "froterncl
cttitude” ot the tinc of Suez hia been nuch cppreciccd by T.C.l.T.U.
Fron Lote 1957 ~muirds, VJF.T.U. precsure on I.C...TWU. becirw nore
intense.  Of nuriur-us oxipples ~f ULF.SLWUL/I.C.0.TWU. coatoet, the
following cre net:ble: in Oct-ber 1957, PLUHI KILL ¢nd SILFI J22LD UL
CH I ¢ ttended the V.F.T.U, IVthrld Tr de Union Congress in Leipzig:
I.C. WTWU. decleg tins ritcended the iiry D ceclicbr: ti-ns in Peking,
Yoseow ¢nd Dost Gorvny, ond in -ugust 1958 :n I.C.. .T.U., froterncl
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delegetion tock port in the sxccicl session of 7.R.7.U. 's Excoutive
Ccrmittee in Progue- i culninctirn of these cssecictisns wes the
estcblishment in Crire with Nossor's ooprvel of o J int I.C...T.U./
Ve T.U, "Internc4i~n-1l Trede Uni'n Committee for Solid: rity with the
Wrrkers ¢nd -eople of . lg.ric" in Septcmber 1958.

9. In these cnderveurs to exnlcit I.C...T.U., \..F.T.U. ccn be
scen to be impluncnting with s nic success its dcelered policy of

"unity ~f ceticn" - thet is to sy, of eo=-cperction for jeint cction cn
specific issues, cs opposed to cgroeerent cn o conaon gener:l policy.
This is of course in linc with Cormunist ctteupts to exploit ~ther
Cciro-brsed - fro-'sicn movements. -t the sepe tinc, and clthcugh Joint
action with W.F.T.U. hes led to conflicis within I.C....T.U., theore

hex been no signific:nt reducticn in the cxtent to vhich I.C...T.U. is
tn instrument of the U...R. Government.

10, The inpertonce of I.C...T.U. to the U...R. Governnent

(cnd ¢~ v.F.7.U., » 1iss in the cdventiecs thol would fceruc fron the
cre~ticn of o controlled nrgrnisctinn of tr:-des unions in the Miadle
Ersv, ¢nd in _frie:, which cculd be exp.oited for cction, whother by
deronstr:tions, strikes cr stbetoge, in sup ort of U....R. (or Cormunist)
policy. Tredes unionisn in the aree is ¢ssenticlly directed to
politicel, cnd not to socinl or ceononic, cnds, and this nust increr.se
the likolihood thot _rab nctdonclism, s ropresented by I.C...T.U., ncyr
succeed in csteblishing on cffective inter=arsd trodes union
orgenisction.

11. There nre however ¢ numbcr of cbsticles in the way «f success ;
on the pert of I.C....T.U.;: these include the following:-

i) morc sdveneed rng better orgoniscd trcdes unicns will
be reluctont to cecept I.C.i TWU. directicn fron Coiro.

1i) in cruntriss where I.C.o.uTWU.'s principel support ccrnes

fron Cormmunist-drmincted unicrs it will not be truly .
represcntotive <f Lrab trode unizngin, and will clso be
vulner:ble through government retion ogeinst Cormunisnmg

in the Sudcn, for instance, the Communist S.7LP.T.U. wes
first weckencd by the crecticn of o rivel, governrent -
sponsrred, trode uninon feder: ticn, and h:s now been publicly
discredited by the preoscoutian ¢7 its Corrwnist lecders.

iii) the existing assceictions, porticulsrly in the North
-friccn rtrtes, between the loecl T.Uss ond the I.C.F.7.U.,
‘et &s & erunter-brlonce to I.C...T.U.,4.F.T.U. offorts to
goin supcert in these cruntrics: in Libya, this hcg
resulted in @ swing cuey fron I.C.4.T.U.

ir) governnentcl ccticn, c.g. in Jorden ond --dea, hrs reduced
or prevented copsorturitics fri enntect betucen loecl treodes
unions cnd I.C. .T.U,

12, It is neverthcless cortcin thct the U.. .R. Governnment (zna
V.F.T.U.) will ecntinue cnd iner.cse their efforts to build up I.C._.T.U.
into cn offective politicel frree, vhich will scrve ¢s on instrument of
their effirts to exploit Arcd niticnclisn for cvert cnd covert subvoersive
purposcs.  Likely frture rctiocn includcs:~
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1) the strenzthuning of contcet with existing I.C.A.T.U.
~effilictes.,

ii) cttenpts 0 estoblish I.C....TWU. contact with trodes
unicns in Irzq, the Persi:n Gulf cnd Block Africe.

141) cvtempts to ostcblish en cifective inter-Axd oil
workcrs! orgoniscation undcr I.C.A.T.U. ruspiccs.

iv) cttoupts to work t’*w: rds the crurticn of on :fro-lsicn
trrdes union orge niscticn.

v) cttenmpts to open bronch officcs of I.C.ALT.U. cbrocd
to serve cs focul points £or influcneing notional
goverunents cnd workers' crgonisctions.

vi) continucd opposition 4o the I.C.F.T.U. as the cgont of
westorn inporiclism cnd Israel.
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LPEENDIX o

I.C.A,T.U. Pcrsonclities

FATHI KAMAL

SUBHY, AL IHATIB

UIDHAT KUSA

¥UHAMMED AL OKEILI

SHAFI AHMAD AL SIIAIKH

SALIM SHITTA
SAIDAN YUNIS

Egypticn.  Sceretory Genercl of ILCo. WT.U.
In closc e-ntezct with U F.T.U., ond ¢

frequent visitor to Scviet bloo counirics, nlthough

not cetuslly known to be ¢ Corrwnist.

Syrien.  Formur President of Cenercl
Federetion of Syricn Trnde Unitus. Elected
Presidens cff I.C...TWU. ia 1956, s knovn to
heve hed Cormionist @ ssocicticns: 1is nowm

" reported to Lrve been disgroced, :nd to be

repleced os President of I.C.4.7.U.

Lebonese. Sceretory 2 the Fedorction of
Syndic tes ‘wof North Lebrnon. President
Tcilors' Unicn, Tripcli.  Attcnaoa I.C.ALT.U.
inaugural confurence, Damrscus, 1956,

and elecicd as Assistont Seeretory »f I.CLALT.U.

lgyptirn.  Generrl Scerctory of the
Lgyptirn Contederction of Lebour, and Sceretory
(Centrollcr) ~f I.C.A.T.U.

Sudinsse.  Scerctery Genercl of the (Cormwunist)
Sudca Vnrkers Federation of Trodas Unirns,

«n cetive Commmmist for nony yee:s, ond closoly
csscel: ted with V.F.T.U. since 1953.

Impriscned on 18.12.58,

Libyrn. Seerctory=Generel of Libyen Generesl
Wrrkers Unicn., . Attonded I.C....T.U. incugurrl
crnfurcnce, Dencscus, 1956, ~nd w.s appointed
& Viee=President. During 1956-57 wrs c3tive
on behe 1f of the lLgypliicns in Libyr, but is
new reperted to hove follen out with ILC.L.T.U.

Jordrnicn, Led the Jordenirn delegoticn to

the I.C,A.T.U. incugurcl conference, Drnnscus
1956 ©s Sce. Gen. of United ¥nrkcers Trcdes Union
of Jord~n. Assisicnt Scerctiry of L[.CLA.T.U.:
new rosident in Demescus, wiocre he is eonncetod

with the enigr: "Jordenicn Revsluticncry Council,"®

No longer really rcerosont: Yive of Jordsn T.Us.



