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Morooco CEIEE

INS TABILITY IN MOROCCO —

The reluctance of King MOHAMED V +to
assert strong leadership in the present governmental
crisils in Moroocco is likely to diminish his prestige
throughout the country. His desire to remain aloof from
party politiocs and his simultaneous encouragement of
foroes to ocounterbalance the dominan+t Istigqlal party
have also indirectly strengthened the Istiqlalts left
wing and contributed to growing anti-Istiqlal dissidencs
among the Berber tribes.

Sinoe +the resignation of +the BAIAFREJ
cabinet last month, & successioﬁ of potential premiers

_nas sought to oreate a government with more represent-

“ation of the Is+tiglal's left wing. They failed when
party moderates, notably BALAFREJ, refused +o cooperate.
Me latest aspirant, Istiqlal left-wing extremist
Abdullah IBRAHIM, a former minister who was not in the
outgoing cabinet, has been instruoted to form a broad-
based eabinet of limited duration, with a primary miss-
ion of orgenizing early muniocipal and communal eleot-
ions.

Prolongation of the governmental crisis
which has existed virtually since early summer will in-
tensify internal ins-tability and the growth of tribal
dissidenca, This dissidenoce now seems concentrated in
the poverty-stricken Rif region of northern Morocco
among the tribesmen of exiled warrior ABD-EL-KRIM, who
revolted against Spanish rule in the 1920s. Moroccan
security foroes also are trying to prevent other res+t-
less tribes from contacting the Riffians.

An American news ocorrespondent who re-
cently visited the area reports the formation of a
"riffisn Front of Iiberation end Purification" demand-
ing the return of ABD-EL-KRIM. He was impressed with
the ability of the front's leaders, one of whom is a



-

Pormer official of the Moroocan Foreign Affairs Ministry,
but considered their following a "motley assortment of
local tribesmen". This correspondent believes the Riffi-
ans are enoouraged by the Algerians - possibly %o enlarge
North Afriocan involvement in the Algerian rebellion - and
Egyptians.

Medio december 1958.



