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New collectivization drive.

Eind februari 1959.
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The Hﬁngariaa regime, having decided last December
to step up the pace of colleetivization, is resorting to
coercive measures against independent farmers, in viola~
tién of repeated mseurances of respect for the "voluntary
prineiple™, At its central committee plenum last December,
the Hungarien party called for the dispatch of 500 agite-
tors and propagandists from Budapest to towns and villages
to join regional and locel teame in organiging the “volun-
tary" formation of cooperatives, ¥hat was then advertised
as a propaganda campaign to induce peasants to Join the
cooperative movement is nawvemerging as a highly organized
and coercive drive,
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Hungary
NEW COLLECTIVIZATION DRIVE

In mid-February Budapest reported that 59.000 new
members and 525,000 acres were added to alvanced-type
gollectives during the first six weeks of 1959, These fi-
gures, indieating an expansion in a six-weck period of atb .
least 11 percent, not only supzcest coereive but also reflecté
a major switch from the previous policy, which emphasized
the formaticn of less-advanced types of collectives. Hore-
over, messures for making the collzctives more "attractive" i
through direct financial subsidization, preferential marke-
ting, =and tax benefits were supplemented last week by a :
decision of the Counecil of Ministers, which raised income
and property taxes on all except smallescale private far-
mers retroactive to 1 January$'

Isolated instances have been reported of police tac-
ties by party officimls to foree recalcitrant peasants to
join the collectives, There have been reports that farmers
holding out have been sumuoned to militia stations, inter-
rogated at length, and detained overnight for further
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gquestioning. The legation has also learned that excess
securlty personnel from‘the ¢cities have been sent to the
countryside to bolster local militia units,

To date, the regime seems to be exerting its major
effort in the western counties of Hungaiy - partieularly }
the Gyor-Sopron region, where peasant resistance to collec~
tivivation has been strongest in the past. Concentration
of pressure on the western counties suggests that the re-
gime may have selected this area for a pllot drive aimed
at gauging the extent and seriousness of peasant resistence.

_ The present level of food reserves is sufficient for
the time being to cope with any disruption resulting from
the campaign. If the campaign stretches into the spring
planting season, 1959 production may be disrmppted.

KADAR has long held out against pres.ure from Stalin-
jgts in the Hungsrian party té,step up the pace of collec~
tivigation and to employ coersive measures against the
peasants, His recent statemenuis, however, indicate a chénge
in his position, possibly as a result of pressure from
lioscow and from Stalinists within his own party, KADAR's
¢laims that "conditions" now warrent this change in tempo,
however, may now be an accurate reflection of his views,

Tind februari 1959,



