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REvIEW: smvo-sovier zroc activity Ix (63 M E I M
TUNISIA, MOROCCO, AND ALGERIA

Gensrzl Bloc Policy: The over-al: ai Sino-Soviet
bloc po. .. in North Africa continue =0 te disrupuion of
Western interests, establishmen® and expansicon of lasiing
political and economic relationships, and encouragement of
an anti-Western neutralist posture in the area In the last
six months, the blocc has enlarged “he modest scope of its
trade relations. Soviet First Deputy Prem.or Miuizovan de-
clared in January that the USSR, withoul a.cueidlng polivical
strings, would be "always disposed vo study" any Tunisian
requests for economic development loans. -Moscow scored an
initial break-through in the political field by exchanging :
ambassadors with Morcccc, and Morocco has also glven agreement !
for a Chinese Communist ambassador. who apparently willl Dbe a
Chinese Moslem. Soviet propaganda throughout the periocd
.called for immrdiate American withdrawal from alr bases 1n
Morocco, : '

O
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The bloc has furnished political and propaganda support
for the Algerian provisional government established in Cailro
in September, but Moscow and the European satelllites, eager
to pireserve good relations with France, so far have stopped
short of recognition. China and the Asian satellites, on the
other hand, have recognized the provisional government. The
bloc is interested in stimulating anti-Westernism and rnation-
alist regionalism througheout North Africa, and bloc govern- ;
mental activities in this regard often parallel those of tThe i
UAR. :

Diplomatic Activity: The Soviet Embassy in Rabat, opened
in Ocfober and is the only bloc diplomatic post in the area.
In February Morocco named an ambassador to Moscow. The USSR
and Czechoslovakia mainbtain trade missions in Tunls, and
the USSR, Czechoslovakia, and Poland have frade missions in
Casablanca. Soviet officials in Ravatv have moved -quickly to
make initial contacts with Moroccan society. The Polish
trade mission in Casablanca, and to a lesser extent the
Soviet and Czech missions there, are actively expanding
social and propaganda activities and effor®s to promote trade.
Tunisia is committed in principle to an eventual diplomatvic
exchange with both the USSR and Comrunist China.

Economic Activisty: In recent months tne btloc has in-
tensified 1ts offorts to increase commerce wivth North Africa,
but trade with.the bloc continues o6 L. ; a o.... fractior
of +he total foreign trade of Turisia zna Merccco. Bloc
commerce constitutves aboun & psrcent of Morocco's total fTrade,
somewhat over 2 parcent of Tunisiz's Total trade, and one per-
cent of Algeria's trade carried con wiznin tns Frenci econcmic
framework.

If recently concluded agreemer . veo:2n Morocco and vloc
countries are fully implemenwex. & suvscantizl Increase in The
present small amount of trade will occeur in 195% Agreemente
with Communist Chinz and Czechcslovakizs call for an incr
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of roughly 100 percent in trade turnover. In Tunisia,

recent trade accords, especially *hose with whe USSR and
Communist China, foreshadow a considerable increase in 1959.

The agreement with Cnina calls for $2,000,000 in %£rade each ;
way compared with total exchanges in 1957 of only $600,000. :
Both the Casablanca and Tunis trade fairs continue to be
focal points for bloc promotional activities. The USSR will
exhiblt for the first time at the Casablanca trade fair. in
April. '

Morocco has experienced great difficulty in 1its trade
with Pelping because of China's unwillingness or inability
to absorb Morocco's traditional agricultural exports. In
1958 China's large exports of green tea to Morocco were
balanced by Chinese imports from France. A Chinese trade
delegation recently spent three months in Ratat and worked
out a serles of triangular trade transacticns as well as
Chinese purchases of phosphates in an effort to correct
this Imbalance.

There have been unconfilrmed reports of Soviet and Czech
economic aid offers to Morocco and Tunisia, but to date there
has been no offlicial response by either government. The
USSR has reportedly expressed interest in Morocco's agricul-
fural development scheme and has offered specific ald.

Cultural and Propaganda Activi®y: Peiping installed a
New Chilina News Agency representative and cpened 1nformation
offices in Rabat in November, immediately following the
Moroccan-Chinese apreement in principle to establish diplo-
matlc relations. In Tunisia, the USSR and Czechoslovakia
are the most active bloc countries in local propaganda di-
rected at the press and theaters. The USSR has recently
attempted direct mailing operations; 1t has provided a free
and unsolicited supply of Arabic-language literature to
Tunisia's largest Arab bock wholesaler. However, there
appears to be no widespread public distribution of bloc
publications. :

Subversive Activity: Tne Tunisian and Moroccan Com-
munist parties have apparently been unable to penetrate the
nationallist movements and dominate political parties which
they support publicly. Dominan® rationalists st11l regard
the Communist parties as foreign organizations, since party
leadership has been in the past predominantly European.
Communist parties in-all :hree areas have, however, sub-
stantially "Arabized" themselves in the last several years.
In Tunisia, *there are abcu® 300 hard-core Communists in
Morocco, where the party is formaily illegal but tolerated,
less than a thousand; and in Algeria, where 1% is also
1llegal, between 5,000 and 10,000. Several higher level
Moroccan government officials, including =he director of

mines, are Communists. In addi<ion s cenriderable portion
of the French teachers supplied S0 banh Tunisia and Mcrocco
are Communists or Ceormmunist syrpathizers. and this 13 a
potentially serious source of Comrunlst influence,

It 1s probable tha%, with the es%ablishment of the
Soviet Embassy in Rabat, Neorth African Communiste may recelive
some degree of direct guidance. Tre %-ree parties are
apparently in consultation wit! r ctrer on regional
questions, and fthey hav cecvert 2ontacts witn
a number of Europesn Cc €3, ezpecialily those
In Italy. Frances, and 3 2T ocontzct Wit Moscow
through visits of parsy T mszrarnizm for basic

guldance.



Reaction to Bloc Activities: The governments of Morocco
- and Tunisla have cautlously accepted a wider measure of bioc
relations, but they have been slow to do so and they have
rejected many bloc initiatives, Both are sensitive to the
dangers posed by a growth in bloc influence. Their securlty
services tend to discount the potential of local Communists,
and the services' concern over UAR, French, and, especlally in
Tunisia, Algerian activities tend to push the Communist ques-
tion into the background. Given their pre-occupation with
organizational and political questions and their present
capabilities, the security services probably could not cope
effectively with substantial Communist subversive operations,

President Bourguiba has used the threat of limited arms
procurement from the blce to induce Western aid. Although
the Tunisian Governmeii: indicated in July that 1t would ex-
change ambassadors with both Moscow and Pelping, the govern-
ment has ignored Soviet overtures and it has apparently dropped
the question for the time being. :

Both Morocco and, to a lesser extent, Tunisia advocate
a foreign policy of "non-dependence" which the bloc, for
reasons of 1ts own, has so far heartily endorsed. Both
governments, particularly Tunisia, tend to be Western
oriented and to be proud of their veneer of French culture.
Political factions in both countries advocating disengage-
ment from the West were apparently strengthened in 1958
by rising North African dissatisfaction over the continuing
war with Algeria, Western failure to meet Tunisian arms
demands, and the continued presence of American, French, and
Spanish bases in Morocco.

The Algerian rebels' contacts with the biocc, primarily
made through Cairo, but also through Bengasi, have 1ncreased
during the past year. The Algerians have attended inter-
national Communist-front meetings and a delegation visited
both Moscow and Peiping. Both Morocco and Tunisia continue
to seek to influence the provisional gcvernment along moderate
lines, but their concern over foreign influences on the move-
ment 1s directed at the UAR rather than the bloc.

The Outloock: The bloc will probably continue to make
slOowW progress in broadening its political and economic rela-
tionships with North Africa and, if circumstances permit,
1t will move on into the field of economic aid. Trade turn-
over between Morocco and Tunisia and the bloc will probably
Increase but will remain within the range of the present
small percentages. Future bloc efforts will cortinue to
be affected to a large degree by the course of th- lgerian
war and by the periodic crises that recur in France's re-
lations with Tunisia and Mcrocco. The Tunisian and Moroccan
governments wculd probably be inclined *o accept bloc
economic assistance to Supplement American, other Western,
and UN aid.

North African Communist parties have improved somewhat
their effectiveress as they have "Arabized" themselves and

have continued <o 1dentify themselves with the cause ¢f
naticnal independence Any significant extensicn of theip
Influence in domes< e policy depsnds cn the ex<ent to which
the position of the ~gadirng conservativa volitical figures
is further eroded b interra: ¢rizes c¢r Ly the lack of
visible gains res g <. Tromoccoperation witr ‘re west,



